
Hello fellow Orcas! The STEM fair binder and presentation board are due on February 

15th. Between now and February 15th, your student should be finishing their notebook 

and creating their display board. This means making sure both the notebook and the dis-

play board have all of the components required, as well as conclusions (data analysis) and 

recommendations for future projects.   Please refer to the student packet that your child 

received, or to the link on our website, http://orlandoscience.org/elementary/index.php/

explore/stem-fair. As stated before, this counts as a mandatory project for Grades 3-5, 

and not completing this will affect your child's grade.  

Teachers will choose 5 class winners. Parents will also have the opportunity to come vol-

unteer and help grade projects on Feb. 15th and 16th.  

On February 17th, OSES will have their annual STEM fair! All students will get the chance 

to display their board. More details, along with a volunteer sign up will be sent out next 

week!   

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Knight at rachel.knight@orlandoscience.org. 

Dear OSES Family Members, 

 

Black History Night was last Thursday. We had a variety of performances from stu-

dents and a guest speaker! Look for pictures next week! 

 

February has arrived! This means Valentine's Day is coming up. During dismissal time in 

the cafeteria, the Choir Club will be selling Singing Telegrams for $2. You can pick one 

of the 8 choices for to the Choir to go and sing to your Valentine. This can be a friend, 

family member, or just someone you care about. They will also be delivering a Valen-

tine's Day candy with your song choice to your Valentine. All students and staff may 

participate. 

 

The Smile Mile is March 4th. If you haven’t already, please sign up for this great event. 

Students who register will receive dress down passes. We hope to you everyone there. 

 

We hope you enjoy your weekend and look forward to seeing your student on Mon-

day. 

 

Sincerely, 

Michael Singleton 

Principal 
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made predictions about whether 

or not the groundhog would see 

his shadow on Thursday. In Sci-

ence all students continued to 

work with day/night, the sun/

moon, and gravity. The 6th AR 

Window is currently open. Please 

help your child take AR quizzes at 

home to meet their goal of 4 

points by February 22nd. We 

want to wish those Kindergarten 

students participating in the Cur-

tis STEM Science Challenge at the 

Orlando Science Center on Satur-

day good luck! Just a reminder 

that we have a field trip coming 

up on March 16th. Please sign and 

return the permission slip to your 

We had another fun filled week 

in Kindergarten! In Reading we 

have been working on retelling 

stories using facts and evidence 

from the text. We are also 

working on substituting sounds 

in words. Please continue to 

review ball sight words or speed 

reader phrases. Ms. McGee and 

Ms. Menoff's classes have been 

working on subtraction strate-

gies in math. Ms. Haecherl and 

Ms. Yamnitz's classes have been 

finishing up their numbers to 

100 in math. In Social Studies all 

classes learned about the holiday 

of Groundhog Day. Students 

learned about groundhogs and 

Kindergarten 
child's teacher. Payment can be 

given to your child's teacher (cash 

or check) or made online using 

School Pay. Progress Reports are 

coming up later this month, please 

remember to check your child's 

OSES Connect account weekly. 

Also, later this month we will 

have our next Parent Teacher 

Conference Night, please watch 

out for further information about 

sign ups from your child's teacher. 

We hope everyone has a fantastic 

weekend!  

 

  1st Grade 
types of sentences (asking, telling, 

exclaiming, commanding), and 

combining sentences using the 

words and, but, and or.  In science, 

we continued to explore living and 

nonliving things and plants. We did 

a plant experiment, as well as a 

few other STEM activities with Ms. 

Knight in preparation for the Cur-

tis STEM challenge. On Tuesday 

and Wednesday, the students pre-

sented their African American 

Athletes trading cards to be dis-

played at African American Herit-

age Night.  Each Friday of Febru-

ary, we will investigate an influen-

tial African American from history 

- starting this Friday with Ruby 

Bridges.  In math, we finished 

chapter 7 studying money - using 

coins (quarters, nickels, dimes, and 

pennies) and telling time on an 

analog clock. Next we will begin 

chapter 8 on measuring length.  

Ms. Anderson’s class worked on 

many of the same reading, writ-

ing, math, and science skills as 

Ms. Swank’s class.  

This week Ms. Strickland’s class 

did an author study of Mo Wil-

lems, practiced writing questions 

and persuasive paragraphs about 

“would you let the pigeon drive 

the bus.”  They also worked on 

vowel teams ai and ay.  In math 

they studied 2D shapes and frac-

tions.  In science, they studied 

living and nonliving and things 

and in social studies they studied 

culture.  

Mrs. Parker’s class is finishing up 

and author study on Helen 

Lester, writing how to pieces 

with first, next, then steps. They 

are working on directions and 

directional words in social stud-

ies and starting measurement in 

math.  

It’s been another busy week in 

first grade! In Ms. Swank’s class 

for writing,   the students used 

the writing process to create a 2-

paragraph writing comparing and 

contrasting themselves with a 

classmate.  They also practiced 

asking questions and interviewing 

skills with this activity as well.  In 

reading, our word study focused 

on words with the long /oo/ 

sound spelled oo and ue (blue, 

clue, moon, soon, etc.). We 

practiced the reading skills of 

comparing and contrasting and 

visualizing as we read fiction and 

nonfiction texts and poems. 

Through our stories, we ex-

plored and described how trees 

change throughout each sea-

son.  We also looked at different 
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2nd Grade 
Each class has also been 

working on the kindness chal-

lenge. Ms. Alfiky has been 

spear heading the collection 

of all the amazing acts of kind-

ness. Core values day was a 

success and we can't wait to 

experience more events like 

that in the future. 

Second grade has been work-

ing hard on finishing up the 

Curtis Science Challenges. 

This week, they built tele-

phones out of cups and string. 

They learned to appreciate 

cell service once they heard 

the clarity of cup phones.  

  3rd Grade 
with expectations (time, at-

tention, completion) in a test-

ing environment. Parents: Be 

sure to visit the  

FSA portal 

www.fsassessments.org for 

further information and prac-

tice tests. 
 

The teachers were impressed 

by how the students' recog-

nized each other during the 

Kindness Challenge.  

It is important to remember  

little actions leave a great im-

pact on our hearts! 

In the classroom, Ms. Kish's 

class designed and construct-

ed robots as a culminating 

activity to their Energy Unit. 

The students' robots had to 

solve a problem in society. 

Some ideas were: Vending 

machines that provided fresh 

fruit for the homeless, 

a robot that feeds stray cats 

and dogs, and a robot that 

turns plastic bags into soapy 

bubbles that disappear! 

The Asktroskate fieldtrip is 

Feb. 17th, please be sure to 

send in the $15 payment. It is 

an engaging, fun-filled STEM 

day! 

The students took a mock 

FSA Reading test on Thurs. 

The purpose was to familiar-

ize the students 
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meet Orbit the Orca, show 

their school spirit by per-

forming cheers, learning 

more about the Core Values 

here at OSES.  On Thursday, 

the students took a mock 

FSA writing exam to help 

them prepare for the real 

test on February 28th.  Please 

don’t forget to send in Smile 

Mile forms.  Also, be on the 

look for a permission slip for 

our next field trip!  

Last Friday 4th grade went on 

an exciting trip to Gatorland!  

The students got to learn 

about the similarities and dif-

ferences in alligators and 

crocodiles. They got to see 

alligators in their natural habi-

tats.  They watched gator 

wrestling and gator jumping.  

A great time was had by all.  

This week we had our Core 

Values Day!  We had a pep 

rally where students got to 

4th Grade 
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participated in the pep 

rally and shared our 

cheers with the entire 

school.  

On Monday, Ms. Farrell 

and Culverwell's classes 

created a banner for 

Black History month. 

Each of the students 

from those two classes 

The fifth grade attended a 

field trip to the Central 

Florida Zoo on Tuesday. 

We learned about con-

servation, threatened and 

endangered animals, and 

about some interesting 

animals that many people 

fear!  

On Wednesday, fifth grade 

5th Grade 
added a bit of research 

about a African Ameri-

can politician of the stu-

dent's choice with a 

small drawing. If you at-

tended Black History 

Night, you might have 

seen their work! 



P A G E  6  

O S E S  N E W S  W E E K L Y  

V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  2 0  

This week kindergarten students played a Abcya.com games to become 

familiar with letters sounds and how to write the letters by tracing. 

They also did some mouse practices on that. It was so much fun! 

1st graders learnt how to insert shapes to create an image on Microsoft 

Word. Students work to gain proficiency and speed using a word processor to write and illustrate with sen-

tences, shapes and clipart. 

2nd graders worked on PowerPoint project about community heroes. Students create a PowerPoint presen-

tation identifying and discussing different community heroes such as police, firefighters, lifeguards, coaches, 

teachers, librarians, doctors, volunteers etc. 

3rd graders worked on PowerPoint project about a planet of their choice.  

4th graders continued working on a PowerPoint project about a person of significance who has contributed 

something of importance to society or history and has become famous because of his or her skill.  

5th graders started coding by using Code.org.  Students will complete Course 2 or Course 3 which depends 

on their levels. 

Specials: Computers 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

5 6 
 

Singing  
Telegrams 

for Sale! ($2) 

7 8 9 10 11 
 

SLA  
(9am-12pm) 

12 13 14 15 16 17 
 

Q3 Progress  
Reports 

 

3rd Grade 
Field Trip 

18 
 

SLA  
(9am-12pm) 

19 20 
 
No School! 

21 
 
 

K-2 Parent-
Teacher 

Conferences 

22 23 
 
 

3-5 Parent-
Teacher 

Conferences 

24 25 
 

SLA  
(9am-12pm) 

FEBRUARY 2016 
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Hello!  
 
This year, submitting pictures to be considered for the yearbook is really easy. 
 
1. Go to http://www.hjeshare.com/eShare/Index.jsp or search for HJ ESHARE in the 
app store (Apple and Android). 
 

2. School Code: OSES2017 (case sensitive!) 
 
3. Fill out the acknowledgement information. 
 
4. Submit up to 10 pictures at a time. Once uploaded, you will be asked for the 
grade level of the student(s) in the picture. If it was a multi-grade event, such as 
Grandparents Night, just put K-2, 3-5, etc. If it is a single grade level, just put the 
number (1st grade = 1). It will also ask for the names of students and a brief de-
scription. If it is a class picture, you put "_____'s Class" or "Grade Level." All fields 
must have something.  
 
That's it! The deadline to submit pictures will be sometime in March. But please do 
not wait until the last minute, as I'd like to work on the book throughout the year.  

How to Submit pictures to be featured in the Yearbook! 

http://www.hjeshare.com/eShare/Index.jsp
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February Lunch Menu 


